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The Shamrock
While it used to be a pagan symbol, St. Patrick said that the shamrock represents both the Christian cross and the Trinity.
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Designed many buildings that include: The Smithsonian Institute, Vassar College’s Main Hall, several churches, the main building for The New York Public Library, mansions, and the former facade to the NY Stock Exchange.  His most famous work is NYC’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
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St. Patrick’s Cathedral[image: image5.png]



Built in a Gothic style on the corner of 5th Ave. and 51st Street.  Construction started on March 5, 1859 and took 8 years to build.  The architects were given $2500 a year.
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Patron Saint of Ireland.  Guided by visions, he spread Christianity to the country.  Created what is now known as the Celtic Cross.  Died on March 17, around the year A.D. 460.  
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade[image: image9.png]



1st took place on 1762 in NYC for the Irish soldiers of the English army stationed there.  Former President Truman was the 1st president to attend the parade in 1948.
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Corned Beef and Cabbage[image: image11.png]



Cabbage has traditionally been an Irish food, but it used to be paired up with bacon.  Corned beef was introduced at the turn of the 20th century to save money.  It started when immigrants learned about the meat from their Jewish neighbors.
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Originally “lobairan” meaning “small bodied.” Believed to be the cranky shoe-menders of fairies, and as tricksters to hide their gold.  Became associated with the holiday in 1959 when Disney released Darby O’Gill and the Little People, a film that portrayed them to be how we think of leprechauns today.

