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It is believed that a form of modern-day condoms was used by the Egyptians as far back as 1,000 B.C. 

The earliest evidence of condom use in Europe is scenes from cave paintings at Combarelles in France. Dated 100 to 200 AD. 
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The first known published description and trials regarding prophylactic condom use were recorded by the Italian Gabrielle Fallopius in the 1500's. He claimed to have invented a sheath made of linen and conducted trials amongst 1,100 men using the condom - none of who became infected with syphilis. 

The origin of the word 'condom' is still unknown. Folklore attributes the invention to Dr. Condom or Conton, who was at the court of King Charles II in the 1600's. It is more likely, however, that the name derives from the Latin 'condus', meaning receptacle. 
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The condom, made of animal gut, became well known and increased in popularity in the 1700's. Literature of that time suggests that the condom's contraceptive (rather than just prophylactic) properties had already been realized. By 1766 many shops were producing handbills and advertisements. 
Japanese are known to have used two types of condom. The 'Kawagata' or 'Kyotai' was made of thin leather and the 'Kabutogata' was made from tortoiseshell or horn. 
Documentation also suggests that legendary 19th Century lover Casanova was a regular user of this type of contraception. He referred to condoms as 'Redingote Anglaise' (English Riding Coat). 

The rubber condom was developed shortly after the creation of vulcanized rubber in the 1840's, by Goodyear and Hancock. Vulcanization is the method or process of treating crude rubber with sulfur and subjecting it to intense heat. This process turns the rubber into a strong elastic material. 

In the 1930's liquid latex manufacturing superseded crepe rubber. It is still the basis for manufacture today. 
12 Steps to Safer Sex

1. 
Discuss safer sex with your partner.

2. 
Buy latex condoms (not lambskin).  

3. 
Open condom package. (Don't use 



teeth.) 

When penis is erect … 

4. 
Squeeze tip of condom and place rolled 

condom on head of penis. 

5. 
Leave a half-inch space at the tip of the 


condom to collect semen. 

6. 
Hold tip of condom and unroll until 



penis is completely covered. 

After ejaculation, while penis is still 
erect… 

7. 
Hold condom at base of penis. 

8. 
Carefully remove condom without 




spilling 
any semen. 

9. 
Wrap condom in tissue and throw 




away. (Don't flush condom down toilet.) 

10. 
Use a new condom for every act of 



vaginal, oral, and anal intercourse. 

 
Know your condoms!
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-be sure the condom you choose has a brand on it

-check the expiration date

-squeeze the package, there should be air in it

-check to be sure there are no tears on the package

If your condom passes all these tests, it is safe to use!

The Facts About Condoms

Of 100 women whose partners use condoms, about 15 will become pregnant during the first year of typical use.* Only two women will become pregnant with perfect use.** More protection against pregnancy is possible if condoms are used with a spermicidal foam, cream, jelly, suppository, or film. 

*Typical use refers to failure rates when use is not consistent or always correct.
**Perfect use refers to failure rates for those whose use is consistent and always correct.

They also protect both partners during vaginal and anal sex from sexually transmitted infection. Latex condoms offer very good protection against HIV.
Hormonal, intrauterine, and surgical methods of birth control offer greater protection against pregnancy than condoms, but no protection against sexually transmitted infections. Many people use latex condoms along with another method for the best protection against both pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections.
Pros And Cons
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My name is Laura Ward and I am a second year RA at Colorado State University.  I've attached some of the bulletin boards I have made for my floors.  Enjoy!
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History of the Condom
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Submitted by Laura Ward, Resident Assistant, Colorado State University 
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Pros


Help prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections


Are inexpensive and easy to get


Are lightweight and disposable


Do not require a prescription


Can help relieve premature ejaculation


May help a man stay erect longer


Can be put on as part of sex play


Can be used with other methods








Cons





Some men and women feel that the condom dulls sensation


Others become frustrated and lose some of their sexual excitement 


when they stop to put on a condom


Some men are self-conscious about using condoms












































