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Leonardo da Vinci’s The Last Supper
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Detail of the The Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci. As explained by Leigh Teabing to Sophie Neveu, the figure at the right hand of Jesus is supposedly not the apostle John, but Mary Magdalene, who was his wife and pregnant with his child. The absence of a chalice in the painting indicates that Da Vinci knew that Mary Magdalene was actually the Holy Grail (the bearer of Jesus' blood). This is reinforced by the letter "M" that is created with the bodily positions of Jesus, Mary, and the male apostle (Saint Peter) upon whom she is leaning. Saint Peter is also positioned with the blade of his hand next to Mary Magdalene's throat in a threatening gesture. This is supposedly because Peter is jealous of Jesus' greater love for Mary Magdalene than for his disciples. Mary Magdalene and Jesus also create a 'v' shape - the female symbol, for feminity, womanhood and fertility. They are also mirror images of each other - Jesus in red robe and blue cloak, Mary Magdalene in a blue robe and red cloak.

Cast from the Movie

	· Tom Hanks as Robert Langdon

· Audrey Tautou as Sophie Neveu

· Ian McKellen as Sir Leigh Teabing

· Alfred Molina as Bishop Aringarosa

· Paul Bettany as Silas

· Jean Reno as Bezu Fache


	· Jürgen Prochnow as André Vernet
· Etienne Chicot as Lt. Jérôme Collet

· Jean-Pierre Marielle as Jacques Saunière

· Hugh Mitchell as Young Silas

· Jean-Yves Berteloot as Rémy Legaludec

· Seth Gabel as Michael the Cleric




Trivia from the Movie

· There is a quick shot of a poster for an operatic version of Les Miserables. Victor Hugo, the author of the book, has been listed in some documents as the 24th Grand Master of the Priory of Sion.

· Dan Brown is listed as one of the film's executive producers, as well as the writer (along with Anna Kulp) of "additional codes" for the film. He is also credited with writing and performing one of the film's songs, "Phiano," courtesy of his label "DBG Records."

· A possible spoof of "Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring" occurs when Langdon, Sophie, and their elderly accomplice Teabing discover a scripture engraved upon metal plating behind the cryptex case's rose panel. The dimly lit scene, in which Teabing and Langdon examine the engravings, echoes a similar scene in which Frodo and Gandalf examine the engravings upon the ring of power. The particular markings upon the ring and panel do resemble each other. As Ian McKellan played both Gandalf and Teabing, this may have been an in-joke amongst the director and cast.

· Brown and his wife can be seen in the (out of focus) background of one of the book signing scenes. 

· The authors of book The Templar Revelation, a major source of information on the Priory of Sion myth, Lynn Picknett and Clive Prince, make a brief appearance as characters on a bus.
The Vitruvian Man
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Although made famous Renaissance artist Leonardo Da Vinci, the figure known as the Vitruvian Man is actually named for the man who created him, the Roman architect Vitruvius. Vitruvius, a proponent of the Sacred Geometry of Pythagoras, designed temples based on the proportions of the human body, believing them to be perfect. This perfection, wrote Vitruvius, was due to the fact that the extended limbs of a perfectly proportioned human fit into both the circle and the square.  According to Pythagorian tradition, the circle represents the spiritual realm; the square, material existence, so the human body represented the perfect marriage of matter and spirit, which was is reflected in its proportions.

Factual and Speculative 

Statements in the Book

· Speculative: "As a descendent of the lines of King Solomon and King David, Jesus possessed a rightful claim to the throne of the King of the Jews." Opinion is divided on whether Jesus was a descendent of David and Solomon or not (page 231).
· Not factual: Jesus "...life was recorded by thousands of followers across the land." Jesus didn't have thousands of followers during his lifetime. The Gospel writers described in detail about a dozen of his close supporters who apparently traveled with him. About half were male and half female. He preached to thousands of people; however, few could be considered to be his followers. A brief mention of Jesus' life as recorded by the Jewish historian Josephus has survived. A few dozen gospels of Jesus have been found -- either writings referred to by Christian writers in the second and later centuries CE, or full texts, partial texts, or fragments. But the probability of thousands of followers each keeping a record of Jesus sayings and acts is vanishingly small (page 231).

· Not factual: "More than eighty gospels were considered for the New Testament and yet only a relative few were chosen for inclusion -- Matthew, Mark, Luke and John..." There are only about 40 known gospels for which full copies remain, or parts of their text exist, or references have been made in other surviving writings (page 231).

· Not factual: Brown implies that Constantine the Great chose which books would enter the official canon of the Christian Scriptures (New Testament). In reality, the canon started to develop centuries earlier. Circa 130 CE, Polycarp referred to the same four Gospels which are now in the Christian Scriptures. The Scriptures' Pauline writings were generally accepted by that date as well (page 231).
· Not factual: Constantine was a Pagan all of his life and was only baptized into Christianity on his deathbed and then only because he was too weak to resist. Constantine actually converted from Paganism to Christianity in 312 CE after a vision on the battlefield. It is true that he was not baptized until just before his death. Many Christians did this, thinking it was safer. Baptism was believed to have magic powers: it wiped away all sin. By waiting until the end of life to be baptized, one could lead a life on sin and have everything forgiven. The suggestion that he didn't want to be baptized seems very doubtful. He was probably anxious to be baptized in order to obtain forgiveness of his sins (page 232).
· Not factual: "In 325 AD, [Constantine] decided to unify Rome under a single religion. Christianity." Constantine issued the Edict of Milan in 313 CE, which formally established freedom and toleration of all religions, including Christianity. It was not until 380 CE when the Roman empire’s official religion became Christianity under the rule of Theodosius and Gratian (page 232).
· Not factual: "...Constantine shifted [the Christian Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday] to coincide with the pagan's veneration day of the sun."  In reality, Constantine merely declared that Sunday was to be a day of rest throughout the entire Roman Empire. Sunday did not formally become the Christian Sabbath until the Church Council of Laodicea circa 364 CE ordered that religious observances were to be conducted on Sunday, not Saturday. Their motivation was largely anti-Judaic. They ruled: "Christians shall not Judaize and be idle on Saturday, but shall work on that day." (pages 232-3).

· Not factual: Brown states that at the Council of Nicea in 325 CE, "Jesus was viewed by his followers as a mortal prophet...a great and powerful man, but a man nonetheless. A mortal." In reality, by the time of Nicea, most Christians regarded Jesus as either a full deity, or as a god-man (page 233).

· Not factual: "Constantine commissioned and financed a new Bible, which omitted those gospels that spoke of Christ's human traits and embellished those gospels that made him godlike." Constantine did commission the creation of 50 copies of the Bible. However, by that time, the four gospels had long been accepted as part of the Christian Scriptures. The Synoptic gospels (Mark, Matthew, Luke) all describe Jesus as having many dozens of very human traits. He exhibited: hunger, anger, impatience, racism and other emotions. He bled and died (page 234).

· Not factual: "Fortunately for historians...some of the gospels that Constantine attempted to eradicate managed to survive. The Dead Sea Scrolls were found in the 1950s hidden in a cave near Qumran in the Judean desert...these documents speak of Christ's ministry in very human terms." The Dead Sea Scrolls were actually found in the 1940s. The Dead Sea Scrolls contained no gospels. The scrolls contained no Christian writings at all; they were entirely made up of Jewish documents (page 234).

· Not factual: "...Jesus was a Jew...and the social decorum during that time virtually forbid a Jewish man to be unmarried." The Essenes -- one of the major Jewish traditions during Jesus lifetime -- required its men to be unmarried (page 245).

· Speculative: Dan Brown implies that the Gospel of Mary Magdalene was actually written by Mary Magdalene. The consensus of religious historians is that none of the Gnostic writings -- Gospels and Acts -- are written by the people to whom they are attributed (page 245).

· Not factual: Mary Magdalene is identified as being of the House of Benjamin; her family tree is known. In reality, nothing at all is known of Mary's tribe or family tree (page 248).

Unsupported Themes in the Book and Movie

· Priory of Sion: Throughout the book, the Priory of Sion is described as a secret society that is dedicated to keeping the marriage and bloodline of Jesus and Mary Magdalene secret. Brown makes references to parchments found in the Bibliothèque National in Paris. Actually, these documents and the Priory of Sion have been exposed as a 20th century hoax.
· Gospel of Q: This is described as a secret gospel that is being kept from the public by the Priory of Sion. Actually, theologians have derived the Gospel of Q from the Gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke. Anyone can buy a copy from Amazon.com
· Jesus' status: Brown asserts that Emperor Constantine in the early 4th century CE at the Council of Nicea changed Jesus' status from fully human to a deity. In reality, by 325 CE, the Jewish Christians who regarded Jesus as a fully human prophet, had faded from the scene. The Pauline Christians, who had evolved into proto-orthodox Christians, had accepted that Jesus was both God and human. The third major group in the early Christian movement, the Gnostics, regarded Jesus as fully divine. The latter two were present at Nicea. They accepted Jesus' divinity, but debated acrimoniously about the precise nature of his divinity.
· Mary Magdalene:
· The book says that references to Mary's marriage to Jesus "kept recurring in the [four canonical] gospels." Actually, no such references exist. However, there are some events (the wedding at Cana, Mary's behavior at the grave site, an ungrounded teaching by the early Church that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute, etc.) that some theologians have been interpreted as supporting the possibility of a marriage.

· Brown refers to the marriage as a "matter of historical record." Actually, no such record exists.

· The Last Supper painting: Brown suggests that the individual to Jesus' right in the painting is a woman. In reality, it was the normal practice during the Renaissance to portray John, the beloved disciple, with long hair and without a beard.  Da Vinci's sketch of the angel Gabriel and painting of John the Baptist look very similar to the figure to Jesus' right in terms. All three have a rather effeminate face, long hair and lack of a beard.

Books Critical of The Da Vinci Code

· Richard Abanes, "The Truth Behind the Da Vinci Code: A challenging response to the bestselling novel," Harvest House Publishers, (2004).
· Darrell Bock, "Breaking the Da Vinci Code: Answers to the questions everybody's asking," Nelson Books, (2004)

· Dan Burstein, Editor, "Secrets of the Code: The unauthorized guide to the mysteries behind the Da Vinci Code," CDs Books, (2004)

· Bart D. Ehrman, "Truth and Fiction in the Da Vinci Code: A historian reveals what we really know about Jesus, Mary Magdalene, and Constantine," Oxford University Press, (2004).

· James Garlow, "Cracking Da Vinci's Code: You've read the fiction, now read the facts," Cook Communications, (2004).

· Brandon Gilvin, "Solving the Da Vinci Code Mystery," Chalice Press (2004).

· Hank Hanegraaff, Paul L. Maier, "The Da Vinci Code: Fact or Fiction," Tyndale House Publishers, (2004)

· Martin Lunn, "Da Vinci Code Decoded: The truth behind the New York Times #1 bestseller," The Disinformation Company, (2004)

· Erwin Lutzer, "The Da Vinci Deception," Tyndale House, (2004)

· David Morris, "The Art and Mythology of the Da Vinci Code," Lamar Publishing (2004).

· Carl E. Olson & Sandra Miesel, "The Da Vinci Hoax: Exposing the errors in the Da Vinci Code," Ignatius Press, (2004)

· TFP Committee on American Issues, "Rejecting The Da Vinci Code: How a Blasphemous Novel Brutally Attacks Our Lord and the Catholic Church," The American Society for the Defense of Tradition, Family and Property, (2005-OCT).

· Ben Witherington, "The Gospel Code: Novel Claims about Jesus, Mary Magdalene and Da Vinci," InterVarsity Press, (2004)
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